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 ‘To learn with kindness, respect and friendship through God’s love.’
What is Collective Worship?

At St George’s, school collective worship is the recognition, affirmation and celebration of beliefs, values and events, which are of central importance in our community. It is the coming together of children and staff for the purpose of worshipping, praising, thanking, celebrating and deepening our relationship with God.

Collective worship in our school is given high priority with all members of the school community and all are encouraged to participate actively. Our Collective Worship, whilst respecting the diversity of belief and commitment, will reflect the tradition of the Church and be Christian in character. Prayer is addressed to the Father, through the Son, in the power of the Spirit.

Legal Requirements

We acknowledge the legal requirement that all pupils must take part in a daily act of worship. It is not curriculum time and does not constitute Religious Education although it ought to reinforce it. Worship at St George’s is more than just a legal requirement; it is an integral part of school life and central to the Catholic tradition. 
Parents have a right to withdraw their child from Collective Worship.  However, given the importance of Collective Worship in a Catholic school, parents and prospective parents need to be made aware of the fact that it can never be confined to ‘timetabled slots’ but may take place in a variety of contexts other than those which are specifically structured.

Aims of Collective Worship
Collective Worship within St George’s offers opportunities:
· to consider and celebrate the values of the gospel
· to offer opportunities for reflection, meditation and prayer

· to develop an awareness of the presence of God in others and in oneself
· to encourage an awareness of and a compassion for the needs of the world community
· to foster a sense of joy, awe and wonder in all creation
· to affirm and develop the individual and to build and encourage community
· to develop a sense of enquiry and to encourage a search for human meaning
· to explore social, moral and spiritual values

In order to do this, celebrations will:

· Be kept small wherever possible or appropriate, to help to personalise the experience;

· Be short and appropriately paced (one minute per year of a child’s life should be spent on Collective Worship)

· Be simple, including a range of experiences offered in a variety of groupings and in a variety of settings;

· Seek to involve staff and learners at all times, in preparation and in leadership.

Planning, context and delivery of Collective Worship.

The RE Lead and the Head teacher organise the yearly Collective Worship programme establishing a pattern of themes for each week of the school year. Staff can then access appropriate / relevant scripture for each week on the staff drive or are free to select their own. This scripture then forms the basis of an individual teachers planning. They will decide the best way for the children to gather to hear the scripture, the best way that all of the children can respond to it and then how they can take the message of the scripture away with them.
Collective worship follows the guidelines set out by the Archdiocese:

Gather – How are the children going to get together for the worship? – songs, prayers, candles, procession.

Listen – What scripture are the children going to hear? Who is going to read it / act it out?

Respond – How are the children going to respond to what they have heard? Communal prayer, formal prayers, individual prayers, silence and reflection. Symbolic actions – passing around the olive cross, putting a pebble on the focus table.
Go Forth – How are they going to put the Word in action? How are they going to take away God’s message?

All teachers in the school have the responsibility of planning and leading high-quality Collective Worship sessions. As a school we have a whole school assembly with a collective worship element on a Monday and a whole school or phase (alternate weeks) celebration assembly and collective worship on a Friday. Teachers have to therefore plan collective worship for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. These should occur in a variety of ways and places – whole school, key stage and class worship. In class, in the nature nurture nook or forest. The themes set out weekly are simply a guideline and can be adapted to meet the needs of the children in the class, changing to accommodate for loss, world events or to simply celebrate an awe and wonder moment.
Foundation Stage Collective Worship takes place daily within the classroom and consists of saying hello to everybody including God, prayers, songs and quiet reflection as well as more formal acts of Worship. The children will follow the formal structure for Collective Worship the same as the rest of the school: Gather, Listen, Respond and Go Forth.  Children will have the opportunity to set up prayer tables and will begin to plan some Collective Worship sessions as they progress through the year. Reception children have the opportunity to have joint Collective worship celebrations with Nursery where appropriate and will also join the rest of the school for whole school worship twice a week after the Autumn term. Timings for foundation stage collective worship are suggested at 1 minute per age of the children. 
Key stage one and two will get two whole school or phase Collective Worship session in the hall per week. This will be planned and lead by the Head teacher or RE Lead On other days, collective worship will take place in individual classrooms or around the school at various points of the day. (see class timetables) 

At the end of a topic in the Come and See curriculum, the weekly topic for collective worship is the main overriding theme of the topic. The children are then encouraged to plan their own collective worship sessions. This helps the children to be able to choose scripture from the topic that they are familiar with and will help them to decide the best way to respond to this scripture. The children are supported by adults in this process until they become more liturgically literate.

Through participating and observing good quality Worship, staff are developing skills in the children that enable them to prepare, organise and lead worship.  All children are encouraged to join in with and help to plan for and deliver Worship at a level appropriate to their age and ability.

Themes are delivered through prayer, stories, songs, silent reflection, dialogue, debates and interviews, poems, artefacts, ritual, movement, sayings, sharing food and drama. Leaders and children may share individual experiences to deepen understanding of the weeks theme. 

All teachers have a Collective Worship box with the basic resources to set up a worship table, they also have access to the relevant resources as mentioned in the R.E Handbook. Teachers are encouraged to collect interesting artefacts to enhance their collective worship boxes within their own classrooms.

Monitoring and Evaluating.

Worship is regularly monitored and discussed during staff meeting time and INSET to ensure that it meets the needs of all pupils and whether they are making progress in acquiring skills/abilities in organising and leading worship. Good practice and resources are shared during this time. Monitoring takes the form of planning scrutiny and observations of worship in all classes.
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